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FEDWITH TEARS POISONED WITH MILK:
rHE NAZARETH GROUP RELATIONS
CONFERENCES,
By M. Gino! H.S. Erlich & H. Beland. with a forcword
by Archbishop Desmond M. Tullr. ciessen, cermanyl
Psycbosozial Verlag.

Tlis volume describes the preparation and the work
ol lhree consecutive Group Relaljons Conferences
belrvecn 1994 and 2000 conceming Geman-Israeli
relr | ior.  i  '  r le po r-Holocau:r er1. lh,r  r .  p o ree-
work: difficult, painful and brave from the sidcs of the
organizers, autlors and parlicipants. who were psy
choanalysls Iiom Germany and lsfael. Aner thetlree
confere ces that arc descibed in this book, thc work
has contn ed in including other groupings alTected
by the Holocausr,ljke Diaspora Jews and Palcstmans.
This lras rcsulted in a new oryanizalia]o, Partnets ik
C a a J i r t ' t n p ( . 1 1 , , t , ,  1 r o  ' , i c "  \ . P C t  A ) . $  o . e d m
is 10 leam liom the Holocausr about dealing wirh

The axthoff underiine lheirnportanc€ of the actual
oreren(e of rbe or\e- i  r  n-oduc ng desrruble cI  ar ge n
onet identity, which is why tbey chose the lbrmat of a
Group Relations Conferencq which was modified for
this special dim. In the first post-war decadc\ there was
an inability to moum as a group in the Gernran Psy-
choaDalytic Society (DPV) evenif thcrc lvas individual
griet "lndividual awareness anticipated lhe collective
one by a decadc". ln the second stagg fron the early
1980s, German analysts acknowledged tireir pcrsondl
respo sibility wilh the help of Hillel Kleh and Rafael
Moses. This occurred in movinggrcup experiences rr
among other plac€s Wiesbaden. in 1984.It dlso meanl
the painli rcalization, in R. Vogt's words (quotecl n
ihe book) that "Hirler's heirs are embarking upon rhe
heritage of Freud. Thc one heritage mixes with the
other like fire and water"

In these conferences, the Ccrman analysts could
fathom lheirheritage of the Hoiocauslonlyin theprcs-
ence of Jeu qL c. lcagues. Ibe ( o. fe-erce e\F ence.
grouped under differeni thenralic headlines. is beauti
fully describcd in a collage written by 28 particrpants
and stalt Identily issuesdominate over emotional con-
tenis; this also applics 1o lhe imag€ of the othcr, the
''notme". A other painful aDd stfiking finding is of

the Germans who had grown LLp in families as vic-
lins of parents who were enotionally uluware of the
impacl the), had on their children. "l ,"vas raised by an
ordrnary Nazj mother", is aquotation that upsels any
reader of this text. Thcse German participanrs could
be supedisiaily pleasant but diflicuh to relare to fully.
Furtheflnore, herewastheissue of shanrethal lhe Ger-
man members struggled with. The authoff emphasize
how this points to a possible delicit in the early object
rclations of mary Gernan c|ildr€n.

Among the Jewish participan ts, murderous rage and
vengelulness was more evident, as was envy aud even
an unacceptable need 10 identify wiih the Germans.

Il is interesting that the authors underline how the
common aims of understanding, reconciliatjon and
forgivcncss arc foreign to th€se conferences. The pri-
mary lask is inslead delined as exploraiion. This, how-
evel seems to include worki g with group idenlity. The
change of identily in the presence of the other has
|}e bl fden of berra\p "gr i  , r  Lhe! or p: ,5h, io r  ,  .
a parLicular counterforce. That people are willing to
participate i an indicator that the work is valuable
lo them, even if we don'l know what these peopl€ are
looking for unconsciously. The authors indicate lhat
the place and meaning ot lhc Holocaust is a gaprng
wo und that refuses to heal. We nusllherelbrc contmue
to dealwith iL. and this might bethe unconscious rea
son for particlpating.

The conferences do nor aim for dialogue eithe! but
lbr cach group to work in the presence of Lhe other
group. Tlxs seems to be in line with the Group Rela-
tions approach, as developed by the Leicesler Con,
ference (De Board, 1990). Th€ auihors underline tlral
didlogue implies the prior rccogition of tl1e otherh
otheness, and thar it can only emerge as a byproduct
in a nol yet dialogic process. I djffer on lhis point,
beca se I scc dialogue as a way to facilitate a process
where the olhcr is erperienced as an individual wilh
his oxn humanit).Ifyou spea.k to your enemies, they
become les dero- i /ed 8u h .  ma) bej r . .  I  n iDor
tbeorclical controversy in my mind as a reader of this

Although, as the authors nrite lhenselves, it is hard
to describe this kind of erperiential process in a pub-
lication, they have succeeded in ove.coming llis chal-
lenge. Il is also notewo(hy ihat tlEy inform us rhat lhis



work has attract€d a lot a ol attmtion in G€rmany, but
hadly any in Israel. Maybe this illustrates the diarccucs
between Geman guilt leelings a.nd Israeli rage throug!
the post-wa. generations.

The new organization, PCCA, has aheady orgadzed
atrotler broader conference: "Repeating, Reflecting;
Moving on: Germans, Jews, Israelis, Palestinians and
Others Today" in Septarber 2008. This s€€ms to be atr
importart development, even if the oryanizeN might
have a somewhat optimistic view about how much
confererces of this kind - gearcd to individuals who
are motivated to work with psychological issues can
coDtribute to resolving political conficts. They also
emphasize that the "radioactive fallout" from the Holo-
caust still reaches places far rcmoved fmm the origiml
site of devastation, ard that tlrc Holocaust rcmains the
energetic center of this work.

This book is an unusual presentation of a brave
and unique Foject, where psychoanalysis is applied
in an explorative way in the wodd outside of coffult-
ing moms. I rccommend it to any rcader who wishes
io leam about the trans-generational hansmission of
lrauma aDd lo anyone else InteresLed u idetrdr) tsue..
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